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REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  October  1,  1910. 

Gentlemen:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  May  18,  1910,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  assessor’s  office 
for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1910,  together  with  a statement  of 
the  assessed  value  of  the  taxable  real  estate  and  personal  property  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1910,  and 
certain  suggestions  and  recommendations  looking  toward  the  improve- 
ment of  the  service. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14,  1894,  as  amended,  pro- 
vides that  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  assessed 
every  three  years.  The  triennial  assessment  now  in  force  is  for  the 
fiscal  years  1909,  1910,  and  1911.  The  assessment  beginning  July  1, 
1909 — i.  e.,  for  the  fiscal  year  1910 — is  as  follows: 


Washington  City  and  County: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $151,  711,  966.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 133,  441,  805.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1910 285, 153,  771.  00 


Real-estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1910,  Washington 

City  and  County 4,  277,  306.  57 

Personal  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1910 1,  007,  022.  41 


Total  real-estate  and  personal  tax 5,  284,  328.  98 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1909,  the  assessed  valuation  of 
real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  as  follows : 

Washington  City: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $114,  673,  401.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 98,  287,  992.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation $212,  961,  393.  00 

Washington  County: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land 36,  740,  481.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 26,  888,  900.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation 63,  629,  381.  00 

Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1909 276,  590,  774.  00 


Real-estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1909: 

Washington  City 3, 194,  420.  90 

Washington  County 954,  440.  71 


Total  real-estate  tax 


4, 148,  861.  61 
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Personal-tax  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1910. 

Personal  property,  at  per  cent $377,  885.  41 

Building  and  loan  associations,  2 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 15,  399. 10 

Incorporated  savings  banks,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings,  less  interest 

paid  depositors 10, 415.  92 

Electric-light  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 54, 115.  54 

Telephone  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 45,  681.  50 

Gas-light  companies,  5 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 110,  762.  08 

National  banks,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 98,  017.  24 

Trust  companies,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 97,  524.  22 

Street  railways,  4 per  cent  on  gross  receipts 184,  059. 12 

Street  railways,  use  of  highway  bridge 12,  778.  32 

Washington  Market  Company,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings  from  conduits.  383.  96 


Total 1,007,022.41 


Increase  of  1910  over  1909  personal-tax  levy 87,  569. 13 

Number  of  personal-tax  accounts  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1910. . 15,  723 

Summary  of  new  buildings,  additions  and  improvements,  etc.,  made  during  the  fiscal  year 
1910  for  assessment  in  the  fiscal  year  1911. 

Assessment  of  new  buildings $10, 136,  400 

Additions  and  improvements 2,  076,  500 

Conduits,  railroads,  etc 146,  710 

Trestles 19,  000 


Total  assessment 12,  376, 110 

Off 296,  200 


Remaining  assessment 12, 079,  910 

BUILDINGS  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION. 

District  of  Columbia $60,  000 

United  States 526,  500 

Churches,  schools,  etc 717,200 


Total 1,306,200 

RECAPITULATION . 

Remaining  assessment $12,  079,  910 

Exempt  from  taxation 1,  306,  200 


Net  assessment  (taxable) 10,  773,  710 

NUMBER  OF  NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Brick 2,180 

Frame 492 


Total 2,672 

Number  of  buildings  removed 342 


Increase  in  number  of  buildings 2,  330 

Number  of  buildings  repaired 308 

NUMBER  OF  1 ‘FLAT  ” BUILDINGS  ASSESSED. 


City  and  county  (160) 


$2, 173,  800 
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Value  of  real  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia , as  assessed  for  taxation  from  1871  to 

1910,  included. 


1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1877. 

1878. 

1879. 

1880. 
1881. 
1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

1887. 

1888. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 


Year. 


Washington. 


Georgetown. 


County. 


Total. 


$66,818,886 

62,421,331 

72,880,380 

80,539,782 

82,292,906 

78,818,934 

81,246,847 

83,101,484 

75,555,801 

76,085,940 

77,256,610 

78,515,793 

80,615,448 

80,293,418 

82,825,255 

85,132,151 

96,383,486 

99,430,297 

102,886.043 

119,613,603 

123,110,219 

126,383,584 

138,104,771 

160,269,876 

161,054,761 

165,399,819 

156,854,384 

158,532,366 

159,559,921 

151,498,504 

154,349,966 

155,903,114 

171,302,378 

174,345,708 

176,864,785 

189,728,863 

194,323,420 

199,005,724 

212,961,393 


$6,213,467 

6,036,434 

6,366,488 

6,272,010 

6,312,099 

5,849,317 

5,953,932 

6,028,041 

5,242,224 

5,291,313 

5,282,096 

5,266,943 

5,307,116 

4,013,888 

4,074,358 

4,160,222 

4,741,540 

4,908,345 

4,987,632 

5,395,021 

5,550,976 

5,682,676 

5,796,237 

7,623,070 

7,751,615 


$6,965,101 
6,500,000 
8,623,056 
9,621,280 
9,270,036 
8,748,433 
8,728,622 
8, 480, 365 
6,693,417 
6,603,103 
6,414,372 
6, 525, 759 
6,611,101 
6, 541,368 
6,602,851 
6,760,956 
7,172,075 
7,406,186 
7,611,678 
12,617.795 
12,948,696 
13.415,018 
13,123,268 
23,524,858 
23,748,670 
23,522,524 
23,522,524 
22,723,918 
23,596,450 
25,069,045 
25.984,675 
26,622,494 
37,217,058 
38,904,710 
40,743,511 
49,733,122 
52,983,074 
56,319,110 
63,629,381 


$79,997,454 
74,957,765 
87,869,924 
96,433,072 
97,875,041 
93,452,684 
95,929,401 
97,609,890 
87,491,442 
87,980,356 
88,953,078 
90,308,495 
92,533,665 
90,848,674 
93,502,464 
96,053,329 
108,302,101 
111,744,830 
115,485,353 
137,626,419 
141,609,891 
145,481,278 
147,024,276 
191,417,804 
192,555,046 
188,922,343 
180,376,908 
181,256,284 
183,156,371 
176,567,549 
180,334,641 
182,525,608 
208,519,436 
213,250,418 
217,608,296 
239,461,985 
247,306,494 
255,324,834 
276, 590, 774 
285,153,771 


The  amount  of  special-assessment  work  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
J.  W.  Daniel  is  set  forth  in  the  following  statement  of  special  assess- 
ments levied  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1910: 


Assessment  and  permit  work $149,  496.  93 

Improvements  and  repairs 7,  518. 15 

Construction  of  county  roads 6,  613.  42 

Main  and  pipe  and  suburban  sewers 16,  791.  52 

$180,  420.  02 

Assessments  levied  by  jury  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 

1910: 

Street  extensions 47,  745.  80 

Opening  alleys  and  minor  streets 6,  421.  84 

54, 167.  64 


Total 234,587.66 


PERSONAL  TAXES. 

The  personal  tax  for  the  past  year  amounted  to  $1,007,022.41,  or 
an  increase  of  $87,569.13  over  the  tax  for  1909. 

Nearly  one-third  of  this  increase  was  on  automobiles,  furniture, 
and  stock,  the  remaining  increase  being  due  to  the  growth  of  the 
different  utility  corporations,  which  pay  a percentage  on  their  gross 
earnings. 
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In  July,  1909,  the  banks  and  trust  companies  in  making  their 
returns  contended  that  the  law  did  not  require  them  to  pay  on  the 
income  yielded  by  the  investment  of  the  capital,  surplus,  and  undi- 
vided profits.  This  matter  is  now  before  the  courts  for  judicial 
determination. 

After  a hearing  in  February,  1910,  the  board  of  personal-tax  appeals 
on  April  28, 1910,  ruled  that  under  a proper  construction  of  law  interest 
paid  depositors  should  be  included  in  the  returns  of  the  gross  earn- 
ings of  the  various  banks  and  trust  companies. 

An  amendment  to  the  law  relating  to  taxation,  known  as  “Public, 
No.  247,”  approved  April  28,  1904,  provides  that  “incorporated 
savings  banks  shall  report  the  amount  of  their  gross  earnings,  less 
the  amount  paid  as  interest  to  their  depositors.” 

It  was  considered  by  the  board  that  the  above  provision,  relating 
to  incorporated  savings  banks,  should  be  extended  to  other  banks 
and  trust  companies,  and  the  board  has  recommended  to  the  Dis- 
trict Commissioners  that  Congress  be  requested  to  enact  such 
legislation. 

If  the  contention  of  the  banks  and  trust  companies  is  upheld  in 
every  particular  as  to  gross  earnings,  it  will  mean  that  the  tax  now 
paid  by  them  will  be  reduced  more  than  one-third,  or  a loss  in  reve- 
nue to  the  District  of  $60,000  for  this  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  assessment  and  collection  of  personal 
taxes  under  the  law  of  1902.  The  annual  collections  previous  to 
the  passage  of  the  act  average  less  than  $170,000  for  thirteen  years. 


Year. 

Tax  value. 

Collected 
during  year. 

1903 

$563, 533. 06 
637, 415.  61 

$471,954.26 
630, 750. 02 

1904 

1905 

666,247.  20 
724, 334.  69 
805,688.00 
863,882. 10 
919, 453.  28 

725,698.22 
696, 438. 26 
752, 492.  59 

1906 ^ 

1907 ' 

1908 . 

821,933. 04 
931, 160. 91 

1909 

1910 

1,007,022.  41 

1,000,605.  81 

TAXES  ON  PUBLIC  UTILITY  CORPORATIONS. 

The  following  list  shows  the  amounts  of  both  personal  and  real- 
estate  taxes  assessed  against  corporations  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  the  fiscal  year  1910.  The  amounts  total  about  11  per  cent 
of  the  District  revenues. 


Personal. 

Real  estate. 

Total. 

Steam  railroads 

$3, 198. 20 
196, 837. 44 
110,762.  08 
54, 115. 54 
45, 681.  50 
392.  63 
12, 645. 14 

$140,361.84 
23,395.  03 
44, 128.  01 
13, 550.  75 
15,117. 18 
549. 50 

$143, 560. 04 
220,232.  47 
154,890. 09 
67, 666.  29 
60, 798. 68 
942. 13 
12, 645. 14 

Street  railroads 

Gas  companies 

Potomac  Electric  Power  Company 

Telephone  companies 

Telegraph  companies 

Steamboat  companies 

Total 

660, 734.  84 
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TRIENNIAL  ASSESSMENT. 

The  triennial  assessment  of  1912-1914,  which  is  nearing  completion, 
will  be  returned  by  January  1,  1911,  and  it  is  estimated  will  show  an 
increase  over  the  triennial  assessment  of  1909-1911  of  about 
$30,000,000,  to  which  is  added  the  annual  improvements  of  1910, 
1911,  and  1912.  This  large  increase  is  due  to  enhancing  values  in 
the  rapidly  growing  suburbs  and  in  the  business  sections  of  our 
city. 

APPEALS. 

Property  owners  can  appeal  from  the  return  of  the  assessors  from 
the  first  Monday  in  January  to  the  first  Monday  in  June,  1911.  This 
office  has  made  every  effort  to  acquaint  the  public  with  this  provision 
of  the  law  and  during  the  collection  of  taxes  in  May  had  attached  to 
the  various  bills  a notice,  as  follows: 

Office  of  the  Assessor,  District  of  Columbia, 
notice. 

The  triennial  assessment  of  real  estate  is  now  being  made.  The  law  requires  that 
real  estate  be  assessed  at  not  less  than  two-thirds  of  its  true  value.  The  assessments 
in  many  cases  have  been  increased  under  this  requirement  of  law. 

The  board  of  assessors  earnestly  requests  property  owners  to  look  into  the  new  assess- 
ment and  file  appeals  if  the  valuation  appears  excessive.  Appeals  may  be  filed 
between  the  first  Monday  of  January  and  the  first  Monday  of  June,  1911,  after  which 
latter  date  no  change  in  the  assessment  can  be  made;  but  said  assessment  will  continue 
in  force  for  the  term  of  three  years.  To  insure  full  consideration,  appeals  should  be 
filed  before  the  middle  of  April,  1911. 

In  this  connection  I quote  from  my  report  of  1908,  showing  why 
all  appeals  should  be  filed  by  April  15,  1911,  and  why  the  law  should 
be  changed  in  this  respect: 

It  is  only  fair  to  the  board  to  state  that  it  is  working  under  difficulties  of  law  that 
should  be  remedied.  For  instance,  the  triennial  assessment  must  be  completed  by 
the  first  Monday  in  January,  after  which  the  taxpayer  is  allowed  from  this  date  to 
the  first  Monday  in  June  in  which  to  appeal,  and  upon  the  latter  date,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable,  the  completed  assessment  must  be  returned  to  the  assessor. 
Experience  has  shown  that  a majority  of  the  appeals  are  filed  during  the  last  few  days 
of  the  appeal  period,  and  the  board  can  not  give  them  the  consideration  to  which 
they  are  entitled.  It  is  therefore  earnestly  recommended  that  the  law  be  amended 
so  that,  while  the  time  allowed  the  board  of  equalization  and  review  shall  remain  as 
at  present,  all  appeals  must  be  filed  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  April.  This 
would  cause  the  taxpayer  no  inconvenience  and  would  allow  the  board  about  three 
months  to  thoroughly  and  systematically  consider  all  appeals,  and,  where  necessary, 
reinspect  the  property. 


INEQUALITIES. 

There  has  not  been  any  scheme  of  assessments  yet  devised  that  will 
entirely  obviate  inequalities;  therefore  inequalities  will  exist  to  some 
extent  in  this  as  well  as  all  other  assessments,  no  matter  by  whom 
made.  However,  the  efforts  of  the  board  of  assessors  to  equalize  land 
values  especially  should  eliminate  many  complaints  which  arise  from 
inequalities  in  the  assessment  principally. 

66808—10 2 
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SEEMING  INEQUALITIES. 

In  every  assessment  where  the  law  requires  the  assessors  to  equalize 
the  assessments  many  seeming  inequalities  exist,  but  upon  investiga- 
tion many  of  these  inequalities  disappear  or  are  not  well  founded. 
These  arise  in  the  adjustment  of  differences  in  known  values;  others 
arise  in  the  rapid  change  of  values  in  some  sections,  the  assessments 
being  made  for  a term  of  three  years,  and  may  be  just  at  the  time 
the  assessment  is  made,  but  by  the  end  of  the  term,  by  reason  of 
change  in  value,  it  would  seem  to  be  unequal  and  unfair.  And  in 
subdivisions  just  put  upon  the  market  at  a given  or  selling  price  per 
foot  per  lot,  while  the  owners  would  be  willing  to  sell  the  entire  remain- 
ing subdivision  at  a much  lower  rate  per  foot,  in  such  cases  there 
would  seem  to  be  an  undervaluation  when  compared  with  the  selling 
value  of  single  lots. 

To  illustrate:  “ A”  purchases  40  acres  of  land  and  subdivides  it  into, 
say,  1,000  lots;  he  sells  off,  say,  50  lots  at  the  rate  of  30  cents  per 
foot,  but  would  be  willing  to  sell  the  remainder  of  the  subdivision,  in 
one  transaction,  at  15  or  20  cents  per  foot.  The  board,  knowing  these 
facts,  could  not  justly  assess  the  entire  tract  at  the  rate  of  a single 
lot,  nor  a single  lot  at  the  value  of  the  entire  tract,  so  an  adjustment 
of  values  under  the  provision  of  law  requiring  equalization  would  be 
the  result.  The  foregoing  applies  to  land  values  particularly. 

The  matter  of  assessing  buildings  or  improvements  presents  a more 
difficult  problem,  principally  for  want  of  information  of  the  character 
of  construction.  Many  houses  appear  to  be  alike  from  an  exterior 
view  and  are  often  assessed  on  the  same  basis,  but  occasionally  we 
find  that  there  is  a considerable  difference  in  interior  finish,  heating, 
and  general  conditions,  but  no  change  in  the  assessment  can  be  made 
until  the  next  general  assessment. 

In  view  of  existing  conditions,  I urgently  recommend  that  at  least 
two  competent  persons  be  authorized  to  act  as  inspectors  or  surveyors 
of  all  assessable  buildings,  reporting  to  the  board  of  assessors  the  gen- 
eral condition,  size,  height,  width,  depth,  heating  system  (if  any), 
number  of  rooms  and  stories,  cellar,  etc.  If  inspectors  are  provided 
to  furnish  this  desired  information,  the  board  is  firmly  of  the  opinion 
that  the  effect  would  be  a more  equitable  assessment  and  fewer  com- 
plaints, and  it  probably  would  result  in  an  increased  assessment. 

DUPLICATE  PAYMENTS. 

Every  effort  has  been  exerted  by  the  office  to  avoid  the  duplication 
of  payments  of  general  taxes.  The  ledgers  are  posted  daily,  even  dur- 
ing the  month  of  May  when  payments  are  heavy,  frequently  requiring 
the  clerks  to  work  after  office  hours.  Thus  if  the  property  owner  or 
agent  calls  for  a bill  during  the  month  of  May,  it  can  be  easily  ascer- 
tained whether  any  such  bill  has  already  been  paid.  It  is  therefore 
urgently  requested  that  property  owners  and  agents  cooperate  with 
the  office  to  the  end  that  the  duplicate  payment  of  taxes  may  be 
reduced  to  a minimum. 

A clear  and  definite  understanding  should  be  reached  between 
agents  and  owners  so  that  checks  will  not  be  mailed  to  the  collector 
of  taxes  on  the  last  day  of  May  in  duplicate.  Experience  has  shown 
that  about  75  per  cent  of  duplicate  payments  are  made  in  this  way, 
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and  where  upward  of  $2,000,000  in  taxes  are  paid  on  the  31st  day  of 
May  it  is  impossible  for  the  office  of  the  collector  of  taxes  or  ths 
assessor  to  prevent  a duplication  in  payment.  This  end  can  only  be 
obtained  by  the  method  above  outlined. 

In  future  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  office  to  prepare  all  tax  bills  in 
advance,  and  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  those  desiring  to  pay 
tax  bills,  whether  they  be  agent  or  owner,  only  procure  such  bills  as 
they  are  duly  authorized  to  pay.  A system  has  been  inaugurated 
whereby  the  office  may  know  by  whom  taxes  are  paid  on  various 
properties,  and  it  has  been  observed  that  many  requests  have  been 
made  for  tax  bills  where  there  was  no  business  connection  whatever 
between  the  agent  or  party  requesting  such  bills  and  the  owner. 

It  will  be  the  purpose  of  this  office  to  place  the  original  tax  bills  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  are  responsible  for  their  payment.  Only  by 
cooperation  in  this  regard  on  the  part  of  the  tax-paying  public  can  this 
office  and  the  collector  of  taxes  absolutely  prevent  duplicate  pay- 
ments. 

PLATS  AND  DESCRIPTIONS  OF  PROPERTY. 

A request  was  made  in  my  report  of  last  year  for  some  legislation 
that  would  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1899  for  a 
system  of  designating  city  property,  county  property  being  already 
designated  under  the  act  of  1905.  As  the  result  of  a recommendation 
by  the  commissioners  a bill  was  passed  by  the  Senate  during  the  last 
session,  known  as  S.  6743,  which  is  designed  to  put  into  effect  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1899.  The  same  bill  was  introduced  in  the 
House  under  H.  R.  21773,  but  failed  of  passage.  It  is  earnestly  hoped 
that  the  measure  may  become  a law  during  the  coming  session  in 
order  to  allow  some  change  to  be  incorporated  in  the  new  triennial 
assessment . 

Two  bills,  one  H.  R.  16330  and  one  S.  4629,  have  passed  the  House 
and  Senate,  respectively,  but  on  account  of  slight  differences  in 
their  provisions  neither  became  a law.  They  provide,  in  substance, 
that  the  old  plats  on  record  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  referring  to  subdivisions  outside  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington should  have  numbers  of  squares  placed  thereon,  so  as  to  make 
them  conform  to  the  present  numbering  of  squares  now  used  in  assess- 
ment and  taxation  purposes.  Such  a measure  seems  to  me  to  be  of 
great  importance. 

CERTIFICATES  OF  TAXES. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1910,  9,169  tax  certificates 
were  issued  as  against  8,124  in  1909.  A fee  of  50  cents  was  collected 
for  each  certificate,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $4,584.50,  or  an 
increase  in  the  revenue  from  this  source  of  $522.50  over  that  of  the 
year  1909. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  May  13,  1902,  provides — 

that  the  assessor,  whenever  called  upon,  shall  furnish,  in  addition  to  the  regular  tax 
bills,  a certified  statement  over  his  hand  and  official  seal  of  all  taxes  and  assessments, 
general  and  special,  that  may  be  due  and  unpaid  at  the  time  of  making  said  certificate. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  act  it  was  the  practice  of  this  office  to 
restrict  each  certificate  to  a single  lot  and  charge  a fee  of  50  cents  for 
each  certificate.  This  was  considered  in  many  cases  to  work  a hard- 
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ship,  and  therefore  by.  executive  order,  dated  November  9,  1895,  the 
act  was  construed  to  mean  that  in  one  certificate  might  be  included 
as  many  contiguous  lots  in  any  one  square  as  appeared  on  the  tax 
records  in  the  same  name. 

Since  the  order  referred  to  it  has  been  the  practice  of  this  office  to 
construe  “in  the  same  name’’  to  mean  the  name  in  the  ledger  under 
which  one  bill  or  account  appears  for  the  year  in  which  the  certificate 
is  issued  and  not  any  property  which  the  owner  might  acquire  ^during 
the  year,  but  which  would  not  be  combined  in  one  account  until  the 
following  year.  In  other  words,  tax  certificates  are  made  to  follow 
the  order  in  which  bills  are  made.  For  instance,  an  account  has  in 
it  a number  of  lots  in  one  square,  said  lots  being  contiguous.  During 
the  year  all  of  them  have  been  transferred  to  different  persons.  Had 
they  not  been  transferred,  all  of  them  could  be  included  in  one  cer- 
tificate, but  on  account  of  the  transfers  separate  bills  would  have  to 
be  made  for  each  lot,  and  consequently  a certificate  is  required  for 
each  lot. 

In  addition  to  the  certificates  above  mentioned  for  which  a fee  is 
charged  there  have  been  during  the  past  fiscal  year  issued  by  this 
office  964  free  certificates,  accompanying  subdivisions,  condemna- 
tions of  land,  and  tax  deeds,  involving  the  same  care  in  their  prepa- 
ration as  the  regular  certificates  of  taxes. 

WATER-MAIN  DIVISION. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1910,  assessments  for  water 
mains  were  levied  to  the  amount  of  $120,152.06,  or  more  than  double 
the  amount  of  last  year.  During  the  same  period  collections  amounted 
to  $76,905.15  as  against  $57,654.06  for  last  year.  About  3,000 
notices  have  been  delivered,  and  in  addition  pending  assessments 
have  been  listed  and  noted  on  all  tax  certificates  issued  by  the  office. 

The  act  under  which  water  mains  are  now  assessed  was  approved 
April  22,  1904,  and  provides  “that  property  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, not  subdivided  into  blocks  or  lots,  or  both,  shall  not  be 
assessed  for  water  mains  or  service  sewers  until  subdivided.”  This 
has  been  found  to  work  badly  in  several  ways.  It  is  difficult  to  keep 
the  records  in  such  shape  to  provide  for  such  mode  of  assessing.  It 
is  misleading  to  a purchaser  who  finds  a water  main  has  been  laid 
for  many  years  which  he  must  pay  for  upon  subdividing  and  it  is 
unequal  in  application,  one  side  of  a road  being  assessed  at  once 
while  the  other  side  may  not  pay  for  many  years.  The  law  should 
be  amended  so  that  subdivided  and  unsubdivided  property  should 
be  assessed  under  the  same  provisions  when  a water  main  abuts  the 
property. 

ARREARS  OF  TAXES. 

When  a sale  of  property  for  arrears  of  taxes  is  impending,  it  is  the 
custom  of  the  office  to  notify  delinquents  by  mailing  to  parties  in 
interest  copies  of  the  following  circular: 

The  real  estate  assessed  in  your  name,  on  which  taxes  are  unpaid,  will  soon  be 
listed  for  advertisement  and  sale,  to  which  your  attention  is  invited  to  avoid  additional 
penalties  and  cost.  Bills  furnished  on  application. 

After  the  tax  sale  a further  notice  is  mailed.  This  method  has 
been  observed  for  a number  of  years  past,  but  results  have  not  been 
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satisfactory  for  lack  of  a complete  list  of  the  addresses  of  property 
owners.  To  obviate  this  difficulty  I instructed  the  clerical  force  of 
the  office  at  the  opening  of  the  1910  books,  last  November,  to  obtain 
the  address  of  every  applicant  for  a tax  bill,  whether  in  person  or  by 
letter,  and  to  enter  it  upon  the  assessor’s  coupon,  which  is  detached 
from  the  tax  bill  at  the  time  of  payment  and  from  which  the  property 
owner’s  account  in  the  ledger  is  posted.  As  the  outcome  of  this 
instruction  the  office  is  to-day  in  possession  of  a fairly  complete  and 
up-to-date  directory  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  District. 

These  assessor’s  coupons,  after  being  properly  posted,  are  turned 
over  to  the  arrears  division  for  comparison  with  the  arrears  cards. 
If  in  this  examination  any  back  taxes  appear  against  property  listed 
on  these  coupons,  bills  therefor  are  mailed  at  once  to  the  address  of 
the  owner. 

This  system,  which  was  adopted  on  the  9th  of  April  last,  has  proved 
a remarkable  and  gratifying  success ; hundreds  of  bills  for  tax  arrear- 
ages, which  had  escaped  the  notice  or  recollection  of  property  owners, 
having  been  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  taxpayers  and  the  office 
as  well. 

Much  additional  work  of  an  exacting  nature  has  been  thereby 
entailed  upon  the  clerks  in  the  arrears  division,  but  they  have  re- 
sponded with  zealous  alacrity. 

ASSESSMENTS  FOR  SERVICE  PIPES  AND  METERS. 

On  August  10,  1907,  an  assessment  was  made  against  the  Washing- 
ton Gas-Light  Company  for  service  pipes  and  meters,  which  were 
never  before  assessed.  The  assessment  was  in  accordance  with 
section  12  of  the  act  of  August  14,  1894,  and  dated  back  to  the  year 
1906  at  an  assessed  value  of  $1,000,000.  An  amount  of  $89,396  was 
likewise  assessed  against  the  Georgetown  Gas-Light  Company. 

The  gas  companies  questioned  the  right  of  the  District  to  levy  these 
assessments,  and  on  January  15,  1908,  a restraining  order  was  issued 
by  the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  whereby  the  Dis- 
trict is  enjoined  against  “ advertisement  for  sale  of  the  gas  property 
or  action  of  any  sort  by  virtue  of  notice  of  the  assessment.”  The 
settlement  of  this  case  is  still  pending. 

ASSESSMENTS  OF  ABANDONED  HIGHWAYS. 

In  order  to  improve  the  terminal  facilities  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia certain  streets  and  highways  have  been  closed  to  the  public  by 
Congress  and  surrendered  to  the  railroads  and  terminal  company  for 
their  use.  These  highways  became  subject  to  taxation  through 
section  6 of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  February  28,  1903,  which 
reads  as  follows: 

That  the  property  owned  or  occupied  by  the  terminal  company,  or  by  the  Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore  and  Washington  Railroad  Company,  or  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Company  under  authority  of  this  act,  or  otherwise,  together  with  the  improve- 
ments that  may  be  put  thereon,  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  other  property  in  the  District,  and  all 
tracks  and  sidings  shall  be  taxed  as  real  estate:  Provided , That  no  assessment,  valua- 
tion, or  tax  shall  be  made,  laid,  or  levied  on  the  stations,  terminals,  and  lines  of  rail- 
road located,  constructed,  or  maintained  under  the  authority  of  this  act  in  excess  of 
that  which  would  or  could  be  lawfully  made,  laid,  or  levied,  if  said  stations,  terminals, 
and  lines  of  railroad  were  located,  constructed,  and  maintained  without  the  use  of 
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bridges,  tunnels,  viaducts,  retaining  walls,  or  other  structures  necessary  or  properly 
employed  to  elevate  or  to  depress  the  same  as  required  by  this  act;  it  being  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  hereof  that  the  lines  of  railroad  and  terminals  hereby  authorized 
shall  be  assessed  and  valued  for  the  purpose  of  taxation  and  taxed  on  the  same  basis 
as  if  the  same  were  not  constructed  and  maintained  by  means  of  such  bridges,  tunnels, 
viaducts,  retaining  walls,  and  other  structures:  Provided , That  such  portions  of  the 
terminal  structure  or  viaduct  as  may  be  constructed  and  used  for  storage  or  like  com- 
mercial purpose  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  in  the  same  manner  as  other  property  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

In  accordance  with  above  requirements,  all  abandoned  streets, 
where  occupied  or  used  by  the  terminal  company,  or  the  railroad 
companies,  were  assessed  and  bills  furnished  for  the  years  1909  and 
1910.  These  assessments  have  been  paid  so  far  as  they  affect  the 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  Washington  Railroad  Company.  Pay- 
ment has  been  neglected,  however,  by  the  terminal  company  and  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  and  in  consequence  the 
property  upon  which  the  1909  taxes  were  due  and  unpaid  was  offered 
for  sale  in  March,  1910.  No  one  offered  to  bid  in  the  same,  so  that 
it  seems  likely  that  this  tax  will  be  difficult  to  collect  under  present 
legal  requirements.  Some  additional  legislation  will  be  required  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  this  tax,  which  at  present  amounts  to  about 
$25,000  for  the  past  two  years. 

WHEEL  TAX. 

This  tax  was  first  authorized  in  the  District  appropriation  bill, 
approved  March  3,  1909,  which  provided — - 

“that  hereafter  there  shall  be  assessed  and  collected  an  annual  wheel  tax  on  all  auto- 
mobiles, or  other  motor  vehicles,  owned  and  operated  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
having  seats  for  only  two  persons,  the  sum  of  three  dollars;  and  on  all  such  vehicles 
having  seats  for  more  than  two  persons  an  additional  tax  of  two  dollars  for  each 
additional  seat.” 

After  the  passage  of  this  act  the  license  division  of  this  office  pre- 
pared cards  and  ledgers  from  data  obtained  from  the  office  of  the 
permit  clerk,  which  data,  however,  was  inadequate,  as  it  did  not  show 
the  capacity  of  the  different  vehicles.  Inspectors  were  therefore 
sent  out  from  this  office  to  obtain  additional  information,  but  in 
numerous  cases  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  accurate  data,  as  many 
owners  had  moved  from  the  city  and  others  had  sold  their  cars. 

On  June  19,  1910,  bills  were  prepared  and  mailed  to  the  owners  of 
all  automobiles  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  where  the  capacity  had 
been  obtained.  Up  to  and  including  June  30,  1910,  only  eighteen 
bills  had  been  paid,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  institute  suit  against 
each  owner  if  it  is  desired  to  collect  the  remaining  bills. 

On  account  of  the  difficulty  of  enforcing  the  law,  an  amendment  to 
the  license  act  of  1 902  was  included  in  the  District  appropriation  act, 
approved  May  18,  1910.  Under  the  requirements  of  this  last  act  it 
is  intended  to  send  out  new  bills  which  will  be  for  one  year,  running 
from  May  18,  1910,  to  May  18,  1911,  and  in  case  such  bills  are  not 
paid,  this  office  will  attempt  to  enforce  their  collection  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  1,  1902,  relating  to 
the  collection  of  licenses- in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
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ESTIMATED  REVENUES. 

During  September,  1910,  a committee  consisting  of  the  auditor, 


ment  of  the  estimated  revenues  of  the  District  of  Columbia  (exclusive 
of  the  revenues  of  the  water  department)  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 
June  30,  1912.  A copy  of  the  report  is  as  follows: 

Realty  taxes $4,  965,  000 

Personal  taxes 1, 150,  000 

Special  reimbursable  taxes 500 

Penalty  and  interest  on  taxes 35,  000 

Fees,  sealer  of  weights  and  measures 6,  500 

Fees,  surveyor 24,  000 

Health  Department  permits 400 

Fees,  dog  pound 1,  000 

Fees,  inspector  of  gas  and  meters 1,  600 

Sewer  and  gas  permits 4,500 

Water  permits 2,  000 

Railing  permits 900 

Fees,  tax  certificates 4,  500 

Building  permits 30,  000  * 

Electrical  permits 4,000 

Landing  and  storing  wood,  fees 100 

Police  court  fines 95,  000 

Juvenile  court  fines 2,  000 

Municipal  court  fees 35,  000 

Liquor  licenses 460,  000 

Plumbers’  licenses 50 

Insurance  licenses 90,000 

Engineers’  licenses 250 

Dog  taxes 22,  500 

Miscellaneous  licenses 130,  000 

Market  rents 26,  500 

Hay  scales  and  fish  wharves,  rental 2,  000 

Rent  of  wharves,  street  termini  buildings 9,  000 

Advertising  taxes 2,  000 

Street  extensions,  assessments  and  interest 50,  000 

Public  convenience  stations 1,  500 

Public  crematorium,  fees 100 

Pipeline 370 

Bathing-beach  receipts 300 

Sale  of  old  material 3,  000 

Municipal  lodging  house,  labor  of  inmates 200 

Tuition,  public  schools 600 

Forfeiture  of  contractors’  deposits 100 

Miscellaneous  items : 1,  000 

Surplus  fees,  recorder  of  deeds,,  register  of  wills,  sale  of  old  material  and 

products  by  District  institutions 10,  250 

Motor- vehicle  tags 4,000 

Reimbursement  account  of  water-meter  appropriation 9,  450 

Sale  of  old  houses 100 

Wheel  tax 25,000 

Motor  vehicle  operators. 500 


Total 7,  210,  770 

Less  estimated  amount  to  be  deducted  from  police  court  fines  and  dog 
taxes,  for  credit  of  policemen’s  and  firemen’s  relief  funds 115,  000 


Total  available 7,  095,  770 
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DETAILS. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1910  J.  E.  Poole,  clerk  in  the  special  assess- 
ment office,  at  $900  per  annum,  was  detailed  to  the  office  of  the 
property  clerk;  K.  W.  Humphries,  messenger  in  the  office  of  the 
property  clerk,  at  $600  per  annum,  R.  O.  Melton,  of  the  police  depart- 
ment, and  C.  H.  Mackall,  laborer  in  the  street-cleaning  department, 
at  $450  per  annum,  were  detailed  to  this  office. 


SUMMARY. 


The  work  of  the  office  has  consisted  of  writing  up  tax  ledgers,  both 
real  and  personal,  the  rendition  of  about  100,000  current,  arrears, 
and  special  assessment  bills,  reports  upon  subdivisions  and  tax 
certificates,  the  issuance  of  licenses,  official  action  upon  12,837  jackets 
and  reports,  and  transfers  covered  in  15,869  instruments  of  convey- 
ance, which  have  to  be  noted  upon  the  card  records  as  well  as  the 
ledgers. 

All  the  clerks  are  to  be  commended  for  their  faithful  and  efficient 
work  and  for  their  willing  response  to  extra  work  without  additional 
compensation. 

I have  included  in  the  appendix  the  estimates  of  the  assessor’s 
office  for  the  fiscal  year  1912,  a statement  of  general  licenses  issued  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1910,  certificates  for  miscellaneous  deposits, 
and  a list  of  license  rates  as  fixed  by  law. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  P.  Richards, 
Assessor  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


APPENDIX 


Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor's  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 

June  30,  1912. 


Name  of  officer  or  employee.  Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 


Ap 

te< 


Wm.  P.  Richards 

B.  F.  Adams 

Assessor,  District  of  Columbia,  $3,500;  chairman 
excise  and  other  boards,  $500. 

Assistant  assessor,  District  of  Columbia 

J.  T.  Petty 

do 

W.  H.  Coombs 

Clerk 

J.  W.  Harkness 

do 

Richard  Hamilton 

Clerk,  arrears  division 

Grace  W.  Thomas 

Clerk * 

B.  K.  Winchell 

do 

S.  D.  Gage 

do 

H.  E.  Woodward 

do 

Mortimer  Clarke 

Draftsman 

E.  E.  Fisher 

Clerk 

M.  S.  Herring 

do 

M.  G.  Dent 

do 

N.  H.  Stellwag 

do 

A.  G.  Trow 

Assistant  or  clerk 

H.  R.  Hall 

Clerk  in  charge  of  records 

M.  L.  Gibbs 

Clerk 

D.  W.  Fleming 

do 

John  T.  Bardroff 

License  clerk 

A.  L.  Cheney 

Clerk 

A.  E.  Grant 

do 

W.  J.  Donovan 

Inspector  of  licenses 

Wm.  D.  Montague 

Assistant  inspector  of  licenses 

Wm.  Moten 

Messenger 

C.  H.  Mackall 

do 

Matthew  Trimble 

Assistant  assessor,  District  of  Columbia 

Samuel  T.  Kalbfus 

do 

Alexander  McKenzie 

do 

C.  M.  Davis 

Clerk,  board  of  assistant  assessors 

F.  A.  Griffin 

Messenger  and  driver,  board  of  assistant  assessors.. 

K.  W.  Humphries 

Clerk 

Temporary  clerk  hire 
Record  clerk 


do 

Note.— Two  record  clerks,  intended  as  aids  to 
the  board  of  assistant  assessors,  are  requested,  at 
$2,100  per  annum.  I believe  that  much  aid  and 
necessary  help  would  be  given  to  the  board  if 
this  office  had  a better  and  complete  system  for 
listing  the  prices  of  the  most  recent  sales  or  trans- 
fers of  real  estate.  The  best  results  could  be  ob- 
tained by  employing  two  parties  who  are  con- 
versant with  real  estate  conditions  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  whose  duty  would  be  to 
obtain  in  a confidential  manner  prices  of  sales  of 
realty,  and  who  would  keep  strictly  up  to  date  a 
card  index,  showing  such  prices  and  containing 
the  numbers  of  the  square,  lot,  and  house.  Dur- 
ing the  last  few  years  some  effort  has  been  made 
toward  instituting  such  a system,  but  most  of  the 
valuations  shown  on  these  cards  have  been  from 
sales  in  judicial  proceedings  and  from  such  prices 
as  could  be  obtained  from  various  deeds. 

One  additional  clerk 

do 

Note. — Two  new  places  are  proposed  at  $750 
per  annum.  But  one  new  clerk  has  been  given 
to  this  office  in  the  last  five  years  and  the  natural 
increase  of  work  demands  this  additional  help. 


Total 


nopn- 
: 1911. 


Estimated 

1912. 


$4,000 


$4,000 


2,000 

2,000 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

900 

1,000 

900 

900 

1,200 

1,000 

1,000 

1,200 

1,000 

600 

450 

3,000 

3,000 

3,000 

1,500 

600 

720 

500 


2,000 
2,000 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
900 
1,000 
900 
900 
1,200 
1,000 
1,000 
1,200 
1,000 
600 
450 
3,000 
3,000 
3,000 
1,500 
600 
720 
500 
2, 100 
2, 100 


750 

750 


44, 670 


50,370 


15 
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Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor's  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 

June  30,  1912 — Continued. 


Name  of  officer  or  employee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appropri- 
ated 1911. 

Estimated 

1912. 

EXCISE  BOARD. 

R.  Williams 

Chief  clerk 

$2,000 

1,200 

1,000 

600 

$2,000 

1,200 

1,000 

600 

C.  S.  Cotton 

Clerk 

Henry  Naylor 

do 

F.  0." Booker 

Messenger 

PERSONAL-TAX  BOARD. 

Total 

4,800 

4,800 

3,000 

3.000 
1,800 
1,400 

1.000 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
2,000 

3,000 

3.000 
1,800 
1,400 

1.000 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
2,000 

E.  M.  Talcott 

do 

F.  A.  Gunther 

D.  H.  Edwards 

Clerk,  board  personal-tax  appraisers 

K.  C.  Berry 

A.  Bradshaw 

Inspector 

F.  M.  Longston 

do 

E.  B.  Fletcher 

do 

SPECIAL-ASSESSMENT  OFFICE. 

J.  W.  Daniel 

Extra  clerk  hire 

Total f* 

15,800 

15,800 

Special-assessment  clerk 

2,000 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

900 

900 

750 

2,000 

1,200 

1,200 

1,400 

1,400 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

900 

900 

750 

E.  W.  Bishopp 

Clerk 

D.  M.  Cridler 

do 

W.  H.  DeShields 

do 

H.  W.  Hamilton 

do 

L.  Addison 

Note.— An  increase  is  asked  for  the  above  two 
clerks  in  the  special-assessment  division  on  ac- 
count of  the  long  service  of  these  men  and  because 
of  the  class  of  work  which  they  are  called  upon  to 
do.  One  of  these  clerks  has  been  employed  con- 
tinuously for  sixteen  years  and  the  other  for  nine- 
teen years. 

Clerk . 

R.  J.  Jones 

do 

A.  F.  Entwisle 

do 

H.  A.  Darneille 

do 

L.  T.  Sturgis 

do 

Wm.  E.  Hutchinson 

do 

Total 

12,950 

13,350 

Grand  total 

78,220 

84,32b 

REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR. 
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Receipts  from  licenses  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1910. 


Business. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Number 
in  each 
class. 

1 

$1,459.50 

$92. 50 

252 

2 

Auctioneers 

1,791.68 

$150. 03 

20 

3 

Automobile  storage 

944. 26 

115. 58 

23 

4 

2, 500. 00 

333. 34 

5 

5 

160. 00 

1.66 

8 

6 

Billiard,  pool,  and  other  tables,  bowling  alleys 

8,354. 00 

394. 00 

261 

7 

3,841.68 

316.  66 

40 

8 

2,416.  67 

166.  67 

10 

9 

177.17 

57. 83 

11 

10 

808. 33 

37. 49 

36 

11 

452.  50 

17.50 

36 

12 

1,386.67 

113.35 

37 

13 

19, 026. 00 

561.00 

1,715 

14 

1,652. 10 

297.  93 

69 

15 

50.  00 

25.  00 

2 

16 

Confectioners 

871. 00 

24. 00 

74 

17 

Dealers  in  second-hand  personal  property 

8, 753.  55 

36.72 

246 

18 

Dealers  in  markets 

2, 510. 06 

69.  97 

509 

19 

Dealers  in  oils,  gasoline 

2, 587. 00 

293.  99 

1,627 

20 

Distillers 

291.67 

291.67 

2 

21 

Employment  agencies 

468.  76 

83.34 

23 

22 

Entertainments  (all  kinds) 

2,471.00 

240. 00 

557 

23 

Fuel  hucksters 

204.  59 

6. 35 

44 

24 

Florists 

656. 25 

15.50 

46 

25 

Hotels 

5, 065.  00 

753. 34 

83 

26 

Investment  companies 

166.  67 

66.  67 

2 

27 

Livery  stables 

3, 574.  09 

92.  92 

61 

28 

Laundries 

2, 054. 19 

147. 09 

191 

29 

Land  and  improvement  companies 

100.  00 

50.00 

2 

30 

Peddlers 

710.  45 

166. 63 

61 

31 

Public  halls 

7, 425.  21 

3, 408.  48 

104 

32 

Public  parks 

816.  68 

691.67 

16 

33 

Public  passenger  vehicles. . . 

2, 322. 25 

283. 84 

365 

34 

Pawnbrokers 

800.  00 

8 

35 

Produce  dealers 

7, 494. 00 

174.  50 

680 

36 

Railroad  ticket  brokers 

87.  50 

12.  50 

4 

37 

Restaurants  and  eating  houses 

10, 386. 00 

937.  50 

666 

38 

Real  estate  agents 

12, 691.79 

687.  49 

272 

39 

Slot  machines 

91.67 

41.67 

2 

40 

Theaters 

783. 34 

16.  66 

8 

41 

Transfer  fees 

118.  50 

1.50 

237 

42 

Undertakers 

1,314. 60 

14.  57 

54 

43 

Washington  Stock  Exchange 

500. 00 

1 

Total 

120,336. 38 

7, 964.  41 

3,334.  70 

8,470 

Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1910-11 $120, 336. 38 

Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1909-10 115, 706. 67 

Total  increase 4, 629. 71 


During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1910,  this  office  issued  90  engineer  licenses, 
amounting  to  $270. 
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List  of  rates  of  licenses  'prescribed  by  act  approved  July  1,  1902. 


Business. 


When 

due. 


Agricultural  exhibits. 


Amusements  not  otherwise  provided  for . 

Apothecaries 

Art  exhibits 


Athletic  grounds 

Auctioneers 

Automatic  machines.  ( See  Slot  m a ■ 
chines.) 

Automobiles,  autovehicles,  etc 

Automobile  establishments 


Balls 

Bankers,  private  (not  incorporated) . 
Barrooms 


Baseball  grounds. 
Baths 


Billposters 

Billiard  rooms. 


Boarding  houses,  public. 

Bowling  alleys 

Boxing  schools 

Brewers 

Brewers’  agents 

Brokers: 

Real  estate 

Railroad  ticket. ..'... 

Note 

Building  contractors 


Carnivals. 


Carriages  for  hire 

Carriage  and  wagon  establishments . 
Cattle  dealers 


Cattle  exhibits . 


Cigar  dealers 

Circuses 

Clairvoyants 

Commission  merchants 

Concerts 

Confectionery  establishments. 

Contractors  of  all  kinds 

Cook  shops 

Dairy  lunches 

Dealers  in  markets 

Distillers  or  rectifiers 

Druggists 

Eating  houses 

Electromobiles 

Employment  agencies 

Entertainments 


Entertainment  halls. 


Exhibition  halls. 


Nov.  1 | 

. .do I 

. .do 

. .do 


Nov.  1 

July  1 
Nov.  1 


July  1 
Nov.  1 


Nov.  1 


.do 

.do.. 


.do. , 
.do., 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


. . .do. 

. . .do 

July  1 j 
Nov.  1 

. . .do ' 


July  1 

Nov.  1 
. . .do 


.do. 


.do. 


Nov.  1 
. .do 


Nov.  1 

. .do 

. .do 

. .do 

..do 


...do 

...do 

. . .do 

July  1 
Nov.  1 


Nov.  1 


.do. 


Rate. 


Remarks. 


$100 

10 

5 

3 

100 

10 

5 
3 

6 

100 

10 

5 

3 

20 

5 

100 


Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 


9 

25 

2 

3 

500 

800 

20 

5 

25 

20 

12 


1 

12 

12 

250 

250 


Do. 

License  for  10  vehicles  per  annum. 

Each  additional  vehicle. 

Per  night. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Turkish,  Russian,  or  medicated,  per  an- 
num. 

Per  annum. 

Per  .annum  for  each  billiard,  bagatelle, 
jenny  lind,  or  pool  table,  shuffleboard, 
or  other  legitimate  game  table. 

Per  annum  for  each  room. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


50 

25 

100 

25 

100 

10 

5 
3 

6 
9 
9 

25 

15 

100 

10 

5 

3 

12 

200 

25 

40 

3 

12 

25 

18 

18 

5 

250 

6 
18 

9 

25 

3 

100 

10 

5 

3 

100 

10 

5 

3 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Drawn  by  1 animal,  per  annum. 
More  than  1 animal,  per  annum. 

By  other  motive  power,  per  annum. 
Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  additional  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  night. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  annum.  (Act  June  19, 1900  > 
Per  night. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 
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List  of  rates  of  licenses  prescribed  by  act  approved  July  1 , 1902 — Continued. 


Business. 

When 

due. 

Exhibits:  Agricultural,  art,  cattle,  floral, 
food,  freaks,  industrial,  mechanical, mu- 

|nov.  1 
. . .do 

do 

do 

do 

Flying  horses.  ( See  Merry-go-rounds.) 

Fireworks 

Nov.  1 
. . .do 

Fortune  tellers 

Fuel  hucksters 

. . .do 

General  brokers 

July  1 
...do 

General  brokers  (member  of  stock  ex- 
change). 

Golf  grounds 

Nov.  1 
do 

Hacks.  ( See  Carriages.) 

Hand  laundries 

do 

Hotels 

do 

Hucksters 

Apr.  1 
Nov.  1 

. . .do 

Improvement  and  land  companies.  ( See 
Land  and  improvement  companies.) 
Inflamable  oils — kerosene 

Investment  associations 

do 

Land  and  improvement  companies 

Laundries 

...do 

do 

Lawn  fetes.  ( See  Picnics.) 

Lecture  halls 

do 

Liverv  stables 

do 

Liquor  dealers: 

Retail 

do 

Wholesale 

. . .do 

Liquors,  brewers  or  manufacturers  of 

Market  dealers  of  all  kinds 

...do 

. . .do 

Massage  establishments 

. . .do 

Maturity  associations 

do 

Medicated  baths.  ( See  Baths.) 

Mediums 

. . do 

Merry-go-rounds 

Note  brokers 

July  1 
. do 

Omnibuses 

Oyster  houses 

Nov.  1 
do 

Palmists 

Passenger  transportation  lines 

. . .do 

Pawnbrokers 

. .do 

Peddlers 

Apr.  1 
Nov.  1 

Picnic  grounds 

Polo  grounds 

Pool  rooms 

Nov.  1 

July  1 
Apr.  1 

Private  banks  or  bankers  (not  incorpo- 
rated)   

Produce  dealers 

Race  tracks 

Real  estate  brokers.  ( See  Brokers,  real  es- 
tate.) 

Rate. 


Remarks. 


$100 

10 

5 

3 

1 

100 

10 

5 

3 

12 

15 


Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum.  (Act  Feb.  9,  1906.) 
Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 


20 

5 

50 

25 

5 

250 

100 


Per  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum. 
Per  annum. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


(Act  Feb.  9, 1906.) 


Per  week. 
Per  day. 
Per  annum. 
Per  annum. 


(Act  Feb.  9,  1906.). 


10 

1 

12 

18 


Do. 

Per  annum  for  each  room  for  accommoda- 
tion of  guests. 

Per  annum  for  each  vehicle. 

Per  annum. 


1 

100 

50 

20 

10 


Per  annum  for  storing.  (Act  Feb.  9, 1906.) 
Per  annum. 

Do. 

Steam  or  other  power,  per  annum. 

Per  annum,  operated  by  hand. 


100 

10 

5 

3 

25 

2 


Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum  for  10  stalls. 
Each  additional  stall. 


800 

300 

250 

5 

25 

100 


Per  annum. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


25 

12 

10 

3 

100 

6 

9 

18 

25 

6 

12 


100 

25 

100 

10 

5 

3 

20 

5 

12 


Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  annum,  1 animal. 

Per  annum,  more  than  one  animal. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

(Per  annum  for  each  vehicle  not  exceeding 
10  passengers. 

Per  annum,  exceeding  10  passengers. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 


500  Do. 

12  Per  annum  for  each  vehicle. 
20  Per  week. 

5 Per  day. 
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List  of  rates  of  licenses  'prescribed  by  act  approved  July  1 , 1902 — Continued. 


Business. 


When 

due. 


Rate. 


Remarks. 


Rectifiers.  ( See  Distillers.) 

Restaurants 

Russian  baths.  ( See  Baths.) 

Second-hand' dealers  of  all  kinds 

“ Seeing  Washington  cars.”  ( See  Passen- 
ger transportation  lines.) 

Shooting  galleries 


Nov. 
. .do. 


do. 


1 


Skating  rinks. 


Nov.  1 


Slot  machines 


do. 


Soothsayers 

Stock  Exchange,  Washington 


..do. 

July 


Theaters. 


Nov. 


Ticket  brokers,  railroad.  ( See  Brokers, 
ticket.) 

Tournaments.  ( See  Race  tracks.) 
Turkish  baths.  ( See  Baths.) 

Undertakers 


do.-. 


Vehicles  for  hire 


July  1 


Victualers 

Wagon-making  establishments.  ( See  Car- 
riage-making establishments.) 
Washington  Stock  Exchange 


Nov. 


July 


1 

1 


$18  Per  annum. 
40  Do. 


12 

100 

10 

5 

3 

2 

50 

25 

500 

100 

20 

10 


Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum,  each  machine. 

Per  annum,  unlimited  number. 
Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Less  than  one  week. 


Per  annum. 

Per  annum,  1 animal. 

Per  annum,  more  than  1 animal. 

Per  annum,  horseless  or  motor  vehicle. 
Per  annum. 


500 


Do. 


Steam  engineers’  licenses  are  of  three  grades,  first,  second,  and  third,  the  fee  for 
each  being  $3.  Examination  before  board  of  engineers  is  required.  Licenses  are  good 
until  revoked  or  changed  to  higher  grade.  (Act  of  Feb.  28,  1887.) 

Dealers  in  deadly  and  dangerous  weapons  are  required  to  file  bonds  of  $1,000  each, 
but  no  fee  is  charged.  (27  Stat.  L.,  117.) 

The  fee  for  transferring  a license  is  50  cents.  (Act  of  July  1,  1902.) 

Wm.  P.  Richards, 
Assessor,  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


o 


